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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE HIJACKERS SENTENCED TO DEATH 

REF: MANILA 17210 

1 . ON DECEMBER 6 A MILITARY TRIBUNAL MEETING IN ZAMBOANGA 
CITY SENTENCED TWO MEN TO DEATH BY MUSKETRY FOR HIJACKING 
A PHILIPPINE AIRLINE DOMESTIC FLIGHT ON FEBRUARY 25, 1975. 

PRESS GAVE PROMINENT PLAY FOR SENTENCING. THE PAL FLIGHT 

WAS 30 MINUTES OUT OF PAGANDIAN AIRPORT BOUND FOR ZAMBOANGA 
CITY WHEN THE HIJACKING OCCURED. THE TWO MEN. EMILIO ABARCA, 
JR., 38, AND CESAR TAC-AL, 29 BOTH RESIDENTS OF PAGANDIAN 
CITY, THREATENED THE CREW AND PASSENGERS WITH HAND 
GRENADES AND FIREARMS. THE PLANE WAS DIVERTED TO MACTAN 
AIRPORT IN CEBU WHERE IT WAS REFUELED AND FLOWN TO MANILA 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

2. BRIG. GEN. MARIANO CASTANEDA, COMMANDING GENERAL OF 
THE AVIATION SECURITY COMMAND, NEGOTIATED WITH THE 
HIJACKERS AND AFTER GEN. CASTENEDA AGREED THAT THE 
HIJACKERS' DEMANDS WOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO PRESIDENT 
MARCOS. THE HIJACKERS SURRENDERED. THE HIJACKERS' 

DEMANDS INCLUDED A FULL PARDON FOR ABARCA, WHO HAD 
ALSO BEEN INVOLVED IN A ROBBERY IN PAGANDIAN, A 
PARDON FOR TAC-AL FOR THE HIJACKING AND OTHER PERSONAL 
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3. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT THE HIJACKING WAS NOT 
POLITICALLY MOTIVATED BUT THE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
RESORTED TO APPEARS DESIGNED TO EMPHASIZE ONCE AGAIN 
THE HARD-LINE POLICY WHICH GOP IS TAKING TOWARD 
HIJACKERS. THIS IS THE SECOND DEATH SENTENCE IN A 
HIJACKING CASE, THE FIRST OCCURED LAST NOVEMBER 4 AND 
INVOLVED THE HIJACKING OF A PAL AIRLINER. IN WHICH TEN 
PASSENGERS AND THREE HIJACKERS WERE KILLED AND THE PLANE 
DESTROYED (SEE REFTEL). AN EDITORIAL IN THE BULLETIN 
TODAY OF DECEMBER 9, ASKED RHETORICALLY IF SENTENCE 
WASN'T A BIT HARSH SINCE THERE WERE NO INJURIES OR 
PROPERTY DAMAGE AND, IN ANSWER, CONCLUDED THAT 
TERRORIST PSYCHOLOGY DEMANDS THAT NO WEAKNESS BE 
SHOWN IN DEALING WITH THEM. UNSAID WAS THE FACT 
THAT THE TERRORISTS HAD SURRENDERED ON "A PARSON" FOR 
THE HIJACKING. THIS HAS OMINOUS PORTENTS FOR FUTURE 
HIJACKINGS. 

SULLIVAN 
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